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Explanation for Notation 

The Bow 
Position: The bow touching points are marked in 10 different places on the strings. They have been numbered 0 to 9 - each number referring  
               to a place (see the position below).  

 
                                                  0                     1  2 3      4 5 6 7 8 9 

 
 

Bow Pressure  

                              The quadrate notehead point out the pressure for the bow, from level +1, +2 and +3  

+1. more pressure on the strings, the sound should be with noise  
+2. heavy pressure, the sound should be rough and rude 
+3. extreme pressure on the strings, the bow moving slowly. The sound should be dry and rattling, pitch is an irrelevant factor here  

 
 

Abbreviations 
 

vib.                    vibrato 

non vib.              non vibrato  

flaut.                  flautando 

crini                   use hair of bow to perform  

 

Symbols 

,       fingernail pizzicato, bartok pizzicato; that is also for double strings  

 ,             triangle notehead expressed as highest pitch  

                    all tremolos are unmeasured. perform as fast as possible 

  Dal niente/al niente: “from nothing / to nothing”, a crescendo that rises slowly from nothing / a decrescendo that fades until nothing 

                  mute, dampen. silently dampen all other strings such that they are prevented from vibrating 

                  String Clef: it indicates the string on which an action is to be performed. The four spaces between the lines in the stave are assigned  

                         to strings I to IV, from top to bottom.   

     string Clef for touching points, position of the bow 

 

      

                         microtone notation: C, 3/4 flat D, (1/2)flat D, 1/4 flat D, D, sharp 1/4 D, (1/2)sharp D, 3/4 sharp D, E  

Set up 

 

               Vc      Va 

          VI               VII 

Duration      ca. 12 minutes 

0: middle of the fingerboard 
a toneless, flat, lifeless noise created by rubbing 
the bow continuously flat on the strings. The bow 
must quite constantly cause and the strings to 
vibrate 

1�molto sul tasto 
bow on the fingerboard, producing a flux of   
high light partials 

2�sul tasto 
3�poco sul tasto 
4�ordinary 
5�poco sul ponticello 
6�sul ponticello 
7�molto sul ponticello 

bow directly at the bridge, producing a flux of   
high light partials 

8�on the bridge : 
a toneless, airy sound created by bowing directly 
on the bridge while covering the strings. The bow 
pressure and the speed of the bow must be 
sensitively balanced to obtain a direct and 
audible result 

9�behind the bridge  
play directly behind the bridge with bow or     

Scodatura 

Violin I :       Violin II:  Viola:  Violoncello:  
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